[image: image1.emf]
WEST AUSTRALIAN POLO ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE MEETING

WA Polo Association committee meeting, held at the Rose and Crown Hotel, Guildford, 6.30pm on 23rd  February 2010
Present: Greg Johnson (Pres.), John Fischer (Walkaway), Brett Kiely (Serpentine), Neville Stewart (Walkaway), Kt Webster (WAPA secretary), Jo Dawkins (Treasurer), Jason Stowe (Vice President)
Apologies: Sam Hamersley (Walkaway), Matt Welsh (Moondyne), Colin Ednie-Brown (Kojonup)
AGENDA:
1. Attendance and Apologies

2. Confirmation of Previous Minutes

3. Matters Arising

4. New APC Rules

5. APC Meeting 25th February 2010 

6. New fields River Run and Duncraig

7. Lavan Legal EWA

8. Correspondance- Letter regarding umpiring from N Bowen

9. General Business

10.Meeting Closed

 1. Previous Minutes read and accepted.

Moved: Brett Kiely Seconded: Neville Stewart

2. Adoption of 2010 Rules APC Delegate meeting Thursday 25th February 2010
Brett Kiely recommended that rules concerning vet and welfare officer being present at all matches difficult to achieve and enforce for country clubs. Suggested careful wording with regard to Vet and Welfare Officer in attendance at all times.

Greg Johnson suggested that to provide consistency and continuity WA should remain playing off APC 09 rules.

Greg Johnson suggested WAPA write a letter of condolence to Mrs Sue Ashton via APC

All agreed          Action: Greg Johnson and Katie Webster
3. New fields- River Run and Duncraig:

 Motion: WAPA to run the Moondyne Tournaments held at River Run and Duncraig.  Mr Prendiville and Mr Johnson to invoice WAPA for ground fees.
Greg Johnson and Peter Prendiville to invoice WAPA for toilet hire.

 Moved: Neville Stewart 2nded: Brett Kiely
Motion carried
4. EWA and Lavan Legal

EWA have assured Greg Johnson that $75,000 and sand will be available to WAPA mid-June 2010. 
Jason Stowe asked whether the lease agreement between WAPA and EWA had been endorsed by the Swan Shire.

As EWA has leased part of the same area to Polocrosse, all agreed that Polocrosse need to be consulted with regard to tournament schedule, ground management and lease.

On behalf of the WAPA Lavan Legal took action against EWA. Total cost: $31,418.70 

Motion: WAPA accepts and agrees to pay Lavan legal fees.

 Moved: John Fischer Seconded: Brett Kiely 
Motion Carried

.
4. Correspondance from Nick Bowen- Umpiring of A grade
A letter tabled from Nick Bowen commenting unfavourably on the standard of umpiring of the A grade matches.  Various discussion. J Fischer stated the letter was justified, overdue and the standard of Umpiring in WA had been appalling for some time.  B Kiely did not feel the letter was justified, as umpires did their best at the time.  He commented there are good and bad polo players on the day and good and bad umpires.  Players don’t have the right to criticize.  The Chief Umpire should be supportive of WAPA umpires and should be a cohesive force, not a negative one.
Kt Webster left the meeting.  Minutes continued by Jo Dawkins.
J Fischer advised an Umpire committee had been formed comprising an Umpire from each Club.

Serpentine
Daren Smith

Perth

Derek Reid

Moondyne
Matt Welsh

Kojonup
Peter Trethowan

Walkaway
Sam Hamersley

G Johnson suggested that the confusion around the introduction of new/amended APC rules was a major contributor to the general uncertainty and discontent. After the APC Meeting on Thursday where the Rules were to be ratified, things should be clearer.

All agreed the major problem was that few players and/or umpires actually read the APC Rule book.

Discussion as to whether WAPA should adopt the new rules mid season was discussed.  The meeting generally felt that existing rules should remain in force until the end of the 2009-2010 playing season. Query as to whether this would affect insurance. Greg to discuss and clarify at the APC meeting.

G Johnson left the meeting.  Vice President J Stowe took over the meeting

General Business

B Kiely raised the issue as to whether an Overseas team may come to WA to play a WAPA tournament at the end of the season - in this case a team from Indonesia would like to come to WA and play,  probably C  grade in the Carpenter Cup.  The meeting fully supported that the Indonesian team should be encouraged to play and agreed unanimously they would be able to play.

Meeting Closed:  

Next meeting date: TBA

